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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Hello sports fans, it’s another great day here at High School
Sports Scene Magazine.

The winter sports season is in the books and what an
amazing finish was provided by athletes in the winter sports.

In wrestling, the juggernaut that is Lowell wrestling
continued to roll. The Red Arrows won an unprecedented
12th straight team state championship when they defeated
Fowlerville in the title match. Lowell was not threatened
at the state finals as it showed why it also earned national
recognition during the season.

Hats off to Rockford, Freeland, Greenville, Lakewood-
Lake Odessa and St. Louis who also made it to the team state
finals with Lakewood-Lake Odessa and St. Louis making it to
the semifinal round.

At the individual state tournament, a number of area
wrestlers brought home individual state championships.
The story of the finals, however, was Lowell senior Jackson
Blum who made history by ending his career as a four-time
state champion!!! Congratulations’ Jackson on a magnificent
career.

This month’s issue also includes our wrestling dream team
which is full of state champions and state placers. Once again,
our area is home to a plethora of outstanding wrestlers.

On the basketball court, East Lansing put the bow on a
sparkling season. The Trojans captured the first boys state
title since former Michigan State head coach Gus Ganakas
led East Lansing to the 1958 Class B state title. Putting even
more of a Michigan State spin on the East Lansing state title
was the fact that three of East Lansing’s standouts, KJ Torbert,
Cameron Hutson and Kingston Thomas are all sons of former
Spartan greats.

Speaking of Spartan basketball, a tip of the hat to Tom Izzo
and this years Spartan team that won the Big Ten and reached
the Elite 8.

The basketball season was also a big one up the road in
Fowler. The Fowler girls continued their great play as they
won the Division 4 state championship. The state title was the
third in the past five years for the Fowler girls. The Fowler
boys also turned in a big season as they reached the Division
4 state title game for the first time since the 2002 season.

The Rockford girls basketball team, led by Miss Basketball
Anna Wypych also had a big season as it reached the Division
1 state semifinals. The Pewamo-Westphalia boys also made
a deep state tournament run reaching the state semifinals
in Division 2 while the Frankenmuth girls reached the
semifinals in Division 2.

This month’s issue caps all the state tournament action.

With winter coming to an end, our reporters will be taking
a look at the upcoming spring sports season which promises
to be full of outstanding action.

We can’t wait to see you at the games this spring.!

517-202-1808
randy@highschoolsportsscene.com
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B4 you give up, stop and reach out!

East Lansing Brings Home Division 1
Baskethall State Championship

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

For the first time in 67 years, the East
Lansing boys basketball team finished
the season raising a state championship
trophy.

In what was a memorable season, the
Trojans put the finishing touches on with
a 66-46 win against Wayne Memorial in
the Division 1 state championship game.
The state title was the first for the East
Lansing boys since winning the Class B
state title in 1958.

Wayne Memorial took the early lead in
the game as it led 16-12 at the end of the
first quarter, but after that, the game was
all East Lansing. The Trojans outscored
Wayne 21-4 in the second quarter to take
a 33-20 lead into halftime.

East Lansing extended the lead to 52-
34 by the end of the third quarter before

salting the game away in the final quarter.

Senior standout Cameron Hutson led

the Trojans with 20 points and seven re-
bounds in the title game while sophomore
Kingston Thomas added 19 points and

12 rebounds. Junior wing Kelvin Torbert
added 16 points, four rebounds and two
blocked shots while Jayce Branson added
six points and eight rebounds.

The total-team effort was a trademark
of the Trojans the entire season and
helped the team compile a glittering 28-1
record.

“Our team truly had a family vibe to it
since most of our guys have grown up and
played with each other for many years,”
said East Lansing coach Ray Mitchell.
“Our team was always connected and
played for and held each other account-
able”

The team effort was also needed in the
state semifinal game where the Trojans
defeated defending Division 1 state
champion Orchard Lake St. Mary’s 51-44
in the semifinals. Torbert led the way for
the Trojans in the semifinals as he totaled

19 points, six rebounds, two steals and
two assists. Thomas added 12 points,
seven rebounds and two assists while
Hutson scored nine points along with six
rebounds and a pair of blocked shots.

East Lansing reached the semifinals by
turning back Ann Arbor Huron 72-49
in the state quarterfinals. The win was
especially gratifying for East Lansing as
Huron defeated the Trojans in last year’s
quarterfinal game.

Torbert led the way for East Lansing
with 24 points while Cameron Hutson
added 22 points and Jayce Branson added
10 points.

East Lansing won the regional title in
a big way by defeating Okemos 63-36 in
the regional semifinals and Kalamazoo
Central 77-42 in the regional title game.

East Lansing opened the state tour-
nament by winning the district where it
stopped DeWitt 57-33 in the semifinals
and Lansing Waverly 65-48 in the district
finals.
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BOYS BASKETBALL'DIVISION 1 AND Z-Bllllllll up

Butch Harmon
& David Cook
Sports Scene

DIVISION 1

East Lansing Wins
State Championship

East Lansing’s regular season
dominance continued in the post-
season as the Trojan’s cruised to their
first state championship in 67 years.
East Lansing faced little resistance
up through the quarterfinal with
an average margin of victory of 25
points before facing fellow title fa-
vorites Orchard Lake St Mary’s in the
semi-finals. The Trojans managed
to overcome the Eaglets in a 51-44
victory to advance to the champion-
ship game. After a slow first quarter,
East Lansing was able to turn it up
to secure a 66-46 victory over Wayne
Memorial and the Trojan’s first
state title since 1958. East Lansing
finished their historic year with just
one loss all season.

Flint Carman-Ainsworth
Falls Just Short Of State
Title Game
Carman-Ainsworth’s deep post-
season run ended up just short of
the championship game after losing
to Wayne Memorial 49-66 in the
semi-finals. The Cavaliers defeated

Snecializing'in'Ford
Pre-Owned cenmeu Vehicles

MT.PLEASANT 3772-2991
1-800-772-5974 %

Flushing and Saginaw United for
the district title and continued their
run with a thrilling 64-60 overtime
victory over title favorites Rockford
in the regional semi-finals before
securing the regional title with a win
over Marquette. Carman-Ainsworth
defeated a tough Byron Center team
54-51 in the quarterfinals before
losing to Wayne Memorial in East
Lansing. The Cavaliers finished the
year with a 22-6 record.

Okemos Wins District
Championship

Okemos came out strong to begin
the postseason with a 55-35 win over
Jackson and proceeded to defeat Holt
for the district championship 66-54.
The Wolves’ playoft run would end
in the regional semi-finals however
with a 36-63 loss to eventual state
champions East Lansing. Okemos
finished the year 20-4 and second
place in the CAAC-Blue.

Rockford Falls In
Regional Semi-Finals
Rockford dominated in their first
game of the postseason with an 80-
53 win over Muskegon Mona Shores
and followed it up by winning the
district title in a thrilling 64-62 victo-
ry against Muskegon in a game that
lived up to the hype. The Ram’s title
hopes were dashed early however

(989) 773-6981

Goneral Agency Company
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(800) 589-6982

www.ga-ins.com

K

after a heartbreaking 60-64 overtime
loss to Flint Carman-Ainsworth in
the regional semi-finals. Rockford
finished the year atop the OK-Red
with a 22-3 record overall.

DIVISION 2

Flint Hamady Wins
District Championship

Flint Hamady defeated Owosso
69-50 to start the postseason and fol-
lowed it up with a 78-63 win over Mt
Morris to win the district title. The
Hawks fell just short in the regional
semi-finals with a 46-48 loss to Port-
land. Hamady finished the year atop
the Genesee Area Conference with a
perfect conference record and a 16-7
overall record.

Frankenmuth Wins
District Title

Frankenmuth started the
postseason strong with a dominate
65-32 victory over Carrollton before
winning the district championship
in a 48-38 win against Bay City John
Glenn. The Eagles fell in the regional
semi-finals to Freeland 42-73. Fran-
kenmuth finished the season with an
18-7 record and a third-place finish
in the TVC-Red.

Freeland Wins
Regional Championship
Freeland dominated en route to a
regional championship with an aver-
age margin of victory of 27 including
a 73-42 win over Frankenmuth and
a 69-49 victory against Portland in
the regionals. The Falcons fell just
short of the Breslin after losing a
46-48 nailbiter against Kingsford in
the quarterfinals. Freeland finished
as runners up of the TVC-Red with a
22-4 record.

Haslett Secures

District Championship
Despite having to play an extra

game, the Haslett managed to pull

off three straight wins for the district

title. The Vikings beat Fowlerville

in the first round and followed it up

with a 48-37 win over Linden before

beating Williamston 63-50 for the

district championship. Haslett fell

East Lansing defeated defending Division a state
champion Orchard Lake St. Mary's in the semifinals.
Photo Courtesy of MHSAA Photography.

to Lansing Sexton in the regional
semi-finals 59-74. The Vikings
finished the year with a 20-6 record
and a second-place finish in the
CAAC-Red.

Lansing Sexton
Wins Regional Title

Lansing Sexton secured a district
title with wins over Lake Odes-
sa and Lansing Catholic before
beating Haslett 74-59 in the regional
semi-finals. The J-Dubbs faced off
against Chelsea in the regional finals
and won a tight game 73-71 for the
regional championship. Sexton fell
just short of the Breslin after a 41-68
loss to eventual state runners up
Romulus Summit Academy in the

Flint Carman-Ainsworth reached the semifinals in Division 1.
Photo Courtesy of MHSAA Photography.

quarterfinals. The J-Dubbs finished
second in the CAAC-White with a
19-6 record.

Portland Reaches
Regional Finals

Portland began the postseason by
overcoming St Johns in a defensive
showcase 35-33 before securing the
district title in another close game
against Ionia. The Raiders propensity
to win close games continued in the
regional semi-finals with a 48-46
victory over Flint Hamady, but their
luck would run out in the regional
finals as they lost to Freeland 49-69.
Portland fished the year atop the
CAAC-White with an impressive
22-3 record.
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BOYS BASKETBALL DIVISION 3 AND 4 ROUND UP

Butch Harmon
& David Cook
Sports Scene

DIVISION 3

Beal City Falls In
Regional Finals

The Aggies dominated in district
play with wins over Sanford
Meridian and Pinconning to secure
the district title before a 76-51
victory over Alcona in the regional
semi-finals. Beal City’s run ended
with a 56-64 loss to McBain in the
regional finals. The Aggies fin-
ished the year with a 20-6 record
and a second-place finish in the
Highland Conference.

Chesaning Secures
District Championship
Chesaning dominated in their
opening match with a 67-36 win
over Montrose and continued that

dominance en route to a district
title by beating Hemlock 49-20.
Chesaning fell in the regional
semi-finals however to Ovid-El-
sie 39-44. Chesaning finished

as winners of the Mid-Michigan
Activities Conference with a 21-4
record overall.

Millington Wins
District Title

Millington kicked off the postsea-
son with a 72-59 win over Vassar
and followed it up with a 71-57
victory against Reese to win the
district championship. The Cardi-
nals lost in heartbreaking fashion
in a 61-63 defeat to Flint New
Standard Academy in the regional
semi-finals. Millington finishes
the year with an impressive 22-3
record and atop of the Big Thumb
Conference-White.

Ovid-Elsie

The Marauders came out of the
gates strong in the postseason with
a 65-48 win over New Lothrop
before securing a district title in a
49-46 nailbiter against Laingsburg.
Ovid-Elsie overcame Chesaning in
a 44-39 win, but fell in the region-
al finals to Jackson Lumen Christi
48-57. Ovid-Elsie finished the
year second in the Mid-Michigan
Activities Conference with a 20-6
overall record.

Pewamo-Westphalia
Falls In State Semi-Finals
Pewamo-Westphalia fell just
short of the title game after losing
to eventual champions Riverview
Gabriel Richard 45-66 in the state
semi-finals. The Pirates dominated
on their road to the Breslin with
an average margin of victory of 30
points and allowing a game high
of 45 points in their toughest test,
a 50-45 win over Schoolcraft in
the quarterfinals. The Pirates finish
the year 24-4 and undefeated con-
ference champions in the Central
Michigan Athletic Conference.

DIVISION 4

Fowler Finishes The
Season As State
Title Runners Up

Fowler’s season ended just short
in the state championship game,
losing a defensive struggle against
defending champions Wyoming
Tri-Unity 32-49. The Eagles domi-
nated en route to the Breslin thanks
to a suffocating defense that gave
up 50 points in only one game
all postseason, a 60-53 win over
Mount Pleasant Sacred Heart in

the regional semis. Fowler finished
the year with a 25-4 record and a
second-place finish in the Central
Michigan Athletic Conference.

Lansing Christian
Surprises As District
Champions

After a 10-14 regular season fin-
ish near the bottom of the Central
Michigan Athletic Conference,
expectations were low for Lansing
Christian in the postseason. Instead
of going through the motions,
the Pilgrims fought hard and beat
Webberville 66-55 in the first
round. Their continued persever-
ance was rewarded after defeating
Whitmore Lake 57-40 to win an
unlikely district championship.

Photos Courtesy of MHSAA Photography.

Lansing Christian’s run eventually
ended in the regional semi-finals
with a 47-65 loss to Clarkston
Everest Collegiate.

Mount Pleasant
Sacred Heart
Secures District Title

The Irish began the postseason
with a 56-40 victory over Saginaw
Michigan Lutheran before defeat-
ing Saginaw Nouvel 50-34 for the
district title. The Irish fell short of
a return to the Breslin as they lost
to Fowler in the regional semi-fi-
nals 53-60. Sacred Heart finished
the season with an impressive 20-4
record and champions of the Mid-
State Activities Conference with
only one loss in conference play.
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Fowler Baskethall Team Gaps Season
In Division 4 State Title Game

David Cook
Sports Scene

It was a season to remember for
the Fowler basketball team as the
Eagles reached a state champion-

ship game for the first time since
2002.

Fowler went on a trilling state
tournament run this season that
came to an end against the team
it started the season with. The
Eagles, who defeated Wyoming
Tri-unity Christian in the first
game of the year, dropped a 49-32
decision to Tri-unity in the Divi-
sion 4 state championship game.

Tri-unity struck early in the

game and took an 11-6 lead at
the end of the first quarter. The
Defenders grew the lead to 28-16
at halftime. Fowler trimmed the
margin to 35-25 by the end of
the third quarter before Tri-uni-
ty salted the game away in the
fourth quarter.

Fowler was led in the title game
by Jacob Halfmann wo scored
11 points to go along with three
assists and three steals. Aaron
Simon added seven points and
four assists while junior center Joe
Epkey added five rebounds.

Fowler ended the season with a
25-4 overall record.

The Eagles were led this year
by senior starters Jacob and
Alex Halfmann, Aaron Simon
and Asher Koenigsknecht. The
foursome provided the team with
great balance all season as Jacob
averaged 12.5 points per game,
Aaron Simon averaged 12.3 per
game, Koenigsknecht averaged
11.7 points per game and Alex
Halmann added 11 points per
game.

Fowler began its state tour-
nament run by winning the
district title where it turned back
Portland St. Patrick 58-46 in the
district title game.

At the regional, Fowler de-

feated Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart
60-53 in the semifinals and then
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won the regional title with a 76-35
win against Muskegon Heights
Academy.

asketball Dream Team)

BIG SCHOOL DREAM TEAM

Tyler Dorsey, Saginaw United, sr. forward

Dorsey is a 6-foot-5 senior who turned in a huge season
enroute to being named the Player of the Year in the Saginaw
Valley League. A second-team, all-state player in Division 1,
Dorsey averaged 22.2 points per game while hauling down
13.5 rebounds and adding three blocked shots per game.

Fowler then defeated Bellaire
65-27 in the state quarterfinals
to punch its ticket to the Breslin
Center and the state semifinals.
Fowler defeated Allen Park
Inter-City Baptist 59-43 in the
semifinals. Simon and Koenigsk-
necht paced the offense with 15
points apiece. Jacob Halfmann

headed to the University of St. Louis, averaged 20 points per
game this season. Hutson also hauled down eight rebounds
per game along with two blocked shots per game.

Keyshawn Summerville, Lansing Sexton, jr. guard

One of the premier shooters in the state, Summerville connect-
ed on 46 three-point shots this season, none bigger than the
trey at the buzzer from beyond half court that gave Sexton a
regional title. For the season Summerville, a second-team, all-
state player in Division 2, averaged 19.8 points per game.

Wilson Huckeby, Freeland, jr. guard/forward
A 6-foot-4 junior, Huckeby played a key part in Freeland’s run
to the state quarterfinals. A second-team, all-state player in

added 14 points and six assists
while Alex Halfmann and Epkey
led in rebounding with 10 boards
each.

Aaron Simon of Fowler goes up for a shot during
action in the Division 4 state semifinal game.

Hemlock Boys Goach

John Raffel
Sports Scene

HemlocK’s boys basketball
team enjoyed a 13-10 season
and a major highlight was Chad
Brown scoring his 1,000th career
point.

Bauer has been coach for 24

years. The team also enjoyed
academic all-state honors.

Brown averaged 18.5 points
and 8.0 rebounds a game and was
a four-year starter, 1st team all
conference, HM all-state.

“Chad never missed a game,”
Bauer said. “He’s a great kid,
excellent student, great family”

Wyatt Launstein, a sophomore,
averaged 9.4 points and 2.1 steals
per game.

Key graduates for Hemlock
will be Chad Brown and Dawson
Doan. Key returners will be Wy-
att Launstein, Gavin Schmidt and
Kellan Schultz.

As for next year, “we will

be very young, but should be
competitive again. We should

be really good again in the next
couple of years,” Bauer said. “This
was definitely not the most tal-
ented team I've coached, but they
listened, worked hard and had a
good season.”

Kellan Schultz will be among the key
returners next season for Hemlock.

Greenville Boys Win Record 22 Games

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Joel Visser enjoyed a
remarkable third seaosn as
Greenville head coach.

The Yellow Jackets were
11-1 in RCA and was 22-2

overall. with 22. We still are striving
We stayed healthy and 531 Ig](it to a district finals and

played consistent all season
meeting expectations to win
the RCA,” Visser said. “We
lost to Muskegon in district

(1989)J87,578%4 84

Key players included Mi-
chael Lindquist, RCA player
of the year and all-confer-

semifinal after beating ence.
Reeths Puffer in the opening
round; Winning the RCA

at home on senior night vs
Cedar Springs and cutting
down the nets (was a high-
light). It was the most wins
in a season in school history

Zeke Robinet, Braylon
Haist, Sullivan Witt, Jaxon
Ingles and Noah Long are
key graduates. Michael

Braylon Haist, point
guard, set all time assists and
single season assists records.
He was first team all con-
ference/mBraden Latimer
First team all conference.
Jaxon Ingles was honorable
mention all-conference

Lindquist, Braden

Latimer, Kyle

returnees.

Graber, Lucas Lis-
agor and Emmitt
Willhite are key

For next year,
“we have similar
goals in that we
want to win the
RCA and compete
to win a district
championship,” Visser said.

to score and have a chance

“We return a number of
guys who have the ability

strides in the offseason
towards those goals.”

to be good if we make good
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Division 2, Huckeby averaged 19.8 points per game this season.
A versatile player, Huckeby also added 5.1 rebounds, 3.3 assists

and two steals per game.

Cameron Hutson, East Lansing, sr. forward
A 6-foot-6 senior, Hutson played a key role in East Lansing’s

drive to the Division 1 state title. The talented forward, who is

KJ Torbert, East Lansing, jr. guard/forward

points and six rebounds in the state semifinals.

SPECIAL MENTION

Jake Bascom, Rockford; Jayce Branson, East Lansing; Treyvarious Buford, Saginaw United; Cason Carswell, Mason;
Tristan Comer, Freeland; Jaylin Cooper, Saginaw United; Michael Lindquist, Greenville; Seth Mead, Gladwin; Ray Neither, Flushing;
Levi Stambaugh, Mason; Derek Thomas, Lansing Waverly; Brad VanSummeren, Midland Dow.

Troy Acker, Lakewood-Lake Odessa; Noah Arnold, Saginaw Heritage; Luke
Blatter, Haslett; Torrion Burt, Saginaw United; Denzell Calhoun, Bay City
John Glenn; Maverick Chapman, Chippewa Hills; Evan Colosky, Charlotte;
Easton Day, Mt. Pleasant; Kayden Dickerson, Portland; Wynn Diegel,
Midland Dow; Myles Edmond, Lansing Eastern; Sam Gadde, Alma;

HONORABLE MENTION

Evan Gross, Portland; Seth Hahnenberg, Lansing Catholic; Tucker Hileman,
Freeland; Hunter Kinkema, St. Johns; Zach Kulesza, Williamston; Aiden La-
bissoniere, Frankenmuth; Erik Lardie, Haslett; Connor Lasceski, Freeland;
Lamarion Moore, Bridgeport; Mario Murray, Lansing Sexton; Bryce Pratt,

St. Johns; Lemonte Ramon-Wiley, Saginaw Heritage;

A versatile, all-around player, Torbert averaged 20.3 points per
game this season and hauled down 5.6 rebounds per game.
Torbert came up with some big efforts on the big stage includ-
ing a 16-point effort in the Division 1 state title game and 19

Y 1

Jacob Halfmann, Fowler

Evan Rolston, Central-Montcalm; Travis Satterla, Haslett; Owen Seeley,
Alma; Koby Shunk, Alma; Caden Sommerfield, Frankenmuth; TJ Ste-
venson, Saginaw United; Kingston Thomas, East Lansing; Drew Tolfree,
Lansing Catholic; Spencer Tooker, lonia; Ben Verellen, Gladwin; Cooper

Wagner, Swan Valley; Demetrious Ward, Bay City John Glenn.

BIG SCHOOL DREAM TEAM

Chad Brown, Hemlock, sr. forward

A 6-foot-7 senior who will play baseball in college at
Central Michigan University, Brown capped his high school
basketball career in a big way. Brown averaged 18.5 points
per game and finished his career with over 1,000 points.
Brown also pulled down 7.5 rebounds per game and added
three assists.

Brody Cherry, Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart, sr. guard

One of the finest shooters in the entire state, Cherry
averaged 17 points per game as he shot a sizzling 42% from
beyond the three-point arc. Cherry added three rebounds
per game and two assists and came up with a big 22-point
effort in Sacred Heart’s district championship game victory.

Brad Coleman, Millington, sr. guard

Coleman was one of the most prolific scorers in the state
this season. The 6-foot-3 senior guard averaged 27.4 points
per game and wrapped up his career with 2,058 total

Committed
to our
Future ...

=h.
P

points. Coleman also pulled down 7.9 rebounds per game
while dishing out 3.2 assists.

Grady Eklund, Pewamo-Westphalia, jr. guard

Eklund played a key role in Pewamo-Westphalia turning in
a 24-4 record this season. An all-state performer, Eklund
averaged 17.9 points per game and has over 1,000 career
points with his senior year remaining. Eklund also added
4.4 rebounds per game along with 3.9 assists and 1.5
steals.

Jacob Halfmann, Fowler, sr. guard

Halfmann was a team leader for a Fowler team that
reached the Division 4 state championship game. An all-
state guard, Halfmann averaged 12.2 points per game and
finished his career with over 1,000 points. Halfmann also
dished out 4.3 assists to go along with 3.5 rebounds and
1.6 steals.

-~ % N~
Village of Breckenridge

SPECIAL MENTION

Luke Berta, Chesaning; Braden Buckley, Merrill; Jamison Eklund, Pe-
wamo-Westphalia; Drake Gatrell, Beal City; DJ Jenks, Perry; Rahmaan
Kelley, Saginaw Nouvel; Bryson LeBaron, Ithaca; Teegan McDonald,
Vermontville Maple Valley; Grady Pieratt, Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart;
lan Roberts, Beaverton; Brady Sager, Chesaning; Aaron Simon, Fowler;
Brayden Simon, Portland St. Patrick; Austin Small, Beal City; Arnell
Somlar, Bay City All Saints; Tryce Tokar, Ovid-Elsie; Brahm Warczinsky,

HONORABLE MENTION

Noah Barr, Breckenridge; Parker Billings, Fulton-Middleton; Jason
Boge, Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart; Noah Carlson, Montabella; Ethan
Damesworth, Lansing Christian; Jared DeVrieze, Coleman; Dominic
Driver, Webberville; Logan Glazier, Coleman; Ethan Greene, Montabel-
la; Alex Halfmann, Fowler; David Hall, Lansing Christian; Noah Hecht,
Saginaw Valley Lutheran; Lucas Jastrzembowski, St. Charles; Cam Kaul,
Saginaw Nouvel; lan Lampkin, Fulton-Middleton; Carson Litwiller,
Ashley; Landon Love, Beaverton; Bryce Martin, Millington; Gibson
Rondy, Ithaca; William Salgat, Michigan Lutheran Seminary; Bryson
Sattler, Fulton-Middleton; Deacon Skinner, Ithaca; Cole Smith, Carson
City-Crystal; Braydon Schwartzkopf, Midland Calvary Baptist; Charlie
Thelen, Portland St. Patrick; Max Volk, Chesaning; Dominic Weber,
Pewamo-Westphalia; Jack Wilson, Saginaw Nouvel; Noah Zeien, Mt.
Pleasant Sacred Heart; Garrison Zuker, Beal City.

\/

WIDEMAN APPRAISAL SERVICE

1002 E. Center St. Office:

Ithaca, Ml 48847 T (989) 875-4544
Fax:

James J. Wideman = (989) 875-4838

Full Line Of Appraisals

Owner

www.widemanappraisal.com
E-mail: jim@widemanappraisal.com

PROPANE GAS

EFSIDENTIAL = FARM - [MEUSTRIAL < COMMERCIAL

Gas Production Co. Inc. = -

WL e o d uc i O M B B0

8152 East M-46 Vestaburg

‘i 3 . Kingsley Insurance Group
L MEEJ_]’IIC Rich and Louanne Kingsley

800-783-0817
Alma St. Johns Lansing
116 W. Superior Street 1000 E. Stugis St 526 S.Creyts Rd.
Suite | Suite 12 Suite C.
989-463-5347 989-224-3505 517-489-2257
N
— Auto / Home — (igi1E 0 Bo¥oR — Boat / Umbrella—
N TR

www.KingsleylnsuranceGroup.com
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Flint Powers Wins Division 2
State Hockey Championship

David Cook
Sports Scene

DIVISION 1

It was business as usual for the Detroit

Catholic Central hockey team as the

Shamrocks won their sixth consecutive state

title.

Catholic Central defeated Howell 4-1 in
the state championship game to clinch the
title and end the season with a 28-2 record.

Catholic Central reached the finals by
defeating Sparta 8-0 in the semifinals.

DEWITT REACHES
REGIONAL FINAL

The DeWitt hockey team reached the
regional finals of the state tournament where
it dropped a 3-0 decision to Howell. The
Panthers reached the regional title game
by stopping Okemos 3-0 in the regional

semifinals.

DIVISION 2

Flint Powers Catholic won the Division 2
state title as it turned back Livonia Stevenson
3-2 in the title game. Ethan Haley scored the
game-winning goal 1 minute and 53 seconds
into overtime to provide the winning score.

Powers Catholic, which finished the
season with a 25-4 record, defeated
Grandpville 4-3 in the semifinals to earn a trip

to the title match.

MIDLAND ADVANCES
TO REGIONAL FINAL

The Midland hockey team capped the
season by reaching the regional finals in
Division 2 where it dropped a 2-1 overtime
decision to Marquette. Midland advanced to
the regional title game by stopping Bay City
Central 3-2 in the regional semifinals.

Midland had a total of four players earn

DIVISION 3

state semifinals.

Saginaw Valley League
honors in Nolan Harris,
Ethan Menzies, Remington
Lough and Caden Nemeth.

Orchard Lake St.
Mary’s won the Division
3 state championship as it
defeated Bloomfield Hills
Cranbrook Kingswood 3-0
in the state title game. St.
Mary’s reached the finals by
defeating Alpena 9-1 in the

GLADWIN REACHES
REGIONAL FINAL
The Gladwin hockey
team capped a strong
season by reaching the
Division 3 regional finals.

Gladwin finished
the season with a 19-5-1
overall record. The Flying
G’s defeated Freeland 6-1 in the regional
semifinals before dropping a 5-1 decision to
Alpena in the regional final.

Gladwin featured one of the most

The Midland hockey team reached the
regional finals in Division 2 this season.
productive offenses in the state this season
led by senior Ike Wheeler who scored 46
goals this season and totaled 70 points. Moe
Newman added 24 goals and totaled 35
points on the season.

Alma Baskethall Team
Optimistic With Future

John Raffel
Sports Scene
Chris Brown has been Alma’s

head basketball coach four season
and in his 28th in the program.

Alma was 2-10 in the TVC Red
and 10-13 overall.

“We struggled in our conference
which is very strong,” Brown said.
“ Freeland and Frankenmuth both
won district titles. Freeland made
it to the quarterfinals. John Glenn
won our league outright. Our lack
of size and being a team with little
varsity experience hampered us
in those games. Our only two non
conference losses were against
teams that made it to the regional
finals.

“We did beat every rival on our
schedule with wins over Shepherd,
Mt. Pleasant and at Ithaca. When
you add our win at Clare to open
the season we were 4-0 against
teams on US 127. At the end of the
day we can hang our hats on beat-
ing all of our local rivals and that is
extremely important.”

A major thrill was beating
Mount Pleasant (13-9) for the first
team since 2002.

Beating Mt. Pleasant (13-9) for
the first time since 2002, was a
thrill although they did not play
each other from 2012-2022.

“It was a thrill for our players,
especially the way it happened,”
Brown said. “At the end of over-
time, Sam Gadde hit a three as
time expired to win by one, 51-50.
Our win at Ithaca (17-5) was also
a grind it out nail biter. In a back
and forth game Brennen Palmer
hit a go ahead three with under a
minute to put us up two. We held
off their final minute charge to win
58-55.

“Finally our overtime win at
Gladwin (19-4) was a great exam-
ple of the improvement we made
throughout the season on the road
against a quality opponent.”

Three players especially stood out.

—Owen Seeley, senior, 1st Team
All-TVC Red.

“Owen was a consistent threat

in the post the entire season even
being outsized by taller and thicker
posts in the TVC,” Brown said.

“He was a three year varsity player
who at times dominated the lane.
He was a consistent double-double
threat and drew many eyes/double
teams from our opponents.

“He averaged 16.1 ppg and 8.1
rpg. His season high was 27 points,
with 20 or more points in 7 games.
He had 14 rebounds twice and
was in double figures 7 times. He
finished the season with 7 dou-
ble-doubles.”

—Sam Gadde, senior 2nd Team
All-TVC Red.

“Sam was our quiet and steady
floor leader who had a great
understanding of the game and an
even keel approach,” Brown said.
“He moved to the point forward
position for us midway through
the season in order to free up some
teammates for shooting and to
provide size and stability in setting
up our offense.

“He averaged 12.0 ppg, 6.1 rpg,
and 3.1 apg. His season high was
24 points, 15 rebounds twice, and 8
assists. He finished the season with
3 double-doubles.

—Koby Shunk, junior Honorable
Mention All-TVC Red.

“Koby is a very athletic player

Chris Brown and the Panthers had another competitive season.

who is capable of scoring at all
three levels. He is also our best
perimeter defender and always
matched up with the top guard on
our opponents team,” Brown said.
“He averaged 10.5 ppg and 5.2 rpg.
His season high in points was 22
twice and 13 rebounds. He finished
the season with 3 double-doubles.”

Looking ahead, “We had a num-
ber of players earn strong varsity
minutes this season even though
their roles may not have been
major;” Brown said. “We are excited
about the direction, development,
and commitment at each level as
we feel like we have quality and

quantity throughout the program
that are capable of developing
into strong and successful varsity
basketball players.

“While our conference win-loss
record wasn't as strong as we would
like it to be, we competed tough
every night and we beat each of
our rivals. Our players had great
attitudes every day, earned Aca-
demic All-State honors, and repre-
sented our school and community
in a very positive way. We had a
great sense of family and we made
some great life long memories that
our players will never forget.
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GREAT LAKES BAY

DENTAL

DANIEL E CLEMENT, D.DS,

555 W. Wackerly St.
Suite 3700
Midland, MI 48640

989-835-6422

Monday — Thursday
8am — 5pm

dclement@greatlakesbaydental.com

Hours:

o Latest Techniques
« Innovative Technology
o Certified Experts

Dental Care for The Whole Family _4

« Don't Rush When You Brush
« Visit Your Dentist Once Every 6 Months
» Don't Forget To Floss!

See Our Winning Line-Up At

www.greatlakesbaydental.com
We Are A Full Service Dentistry Practice

* General Checkups * Dental Implants Crowns ¢ Restoration  Cosmetic Dentistry  Teeth Whitening and More!
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Lowell Wrestiers Win 12th Consecutive
Division 2 State Championship

Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

DIVISION 1

Detroit Catholic Central
Makes It Three In A Row

Detroit Catholic Central won a
third consecutive Division 1 state
championship as the Shamrocks
defeated Davison 50-18. The title
was also the seventh Division 1 state
title in the past nine years for the
Shamrocks.

Catholic Central qualified for the
state finals by defeating Romeo 64-5
in the quarterfinals and then stopped
Clarkston in its closest match of the
finals 39-25 in the semifinals. With
10 individual state qualifiers due back
next season, Catholic Central will be
looking to extend the streak of state
titles to four in a row.

DIVISION 2

Lowell Adds To State
Title Collection

The Lowell wrestling team made
it an even dozen as it captured a 12™
consecutive Division 2 team wrestling
championship.

The Red Arrows left little doubt
that they are kinds of the mountain
in Division 2 as they posted three
double-digit wins at the finals.
Lowell opened the finals by defeating
Warren Woods Tower 50-20 in the
quarterfinals. The next day the Red
Arrows downed Three Rivers 55-19
and in the title match Lowell turned
back Fowlerville 52-14. The Red
Arrows finished the season with a
30-4 overall record.

Freeland Falls Short
In Quarterfinals
The wrestling season for Freeland

came to an end in the Division 2
quarterfinals as the Falcons dropped
a40-29 decision to eventual state
runner-up Fowlerville. Freeland
ended the season with a 22-4 overall
record.

Greenville Wrestling Bows
Out In Quarterfinals

For the second consecutive season
the Greenville wrestling team made
it to the final eight in Division 2. The
Yellowjackets saw the season come
to an end in the quarterfinal round
where they fell to Three Rivers 47-19.
Greenville ended the season with a
32-9 overall record.

DIVISION 3

Dundee Extends
State Title Streak

While not as long as Lowell’s streak
of 12 state titles, the Dundee wrestling
team is in the midst of an impressive
run of state titles as the Vikings won
the Division 3 state title for the eighth
consecutive season.

Dundee won the title in impressive
fashion by allowing just six total
points in the three matches at the
state finals. Dundee opened the
competition with a 75-6 win against
West Branch Ogema Heights in the
quarterfinals. Dundee then defeated
Allegan 72-0 in the semifinals and
won the state title with a 74-0 win
against Yale in the title match.
Dundee finished the season with a
23-0 record and with only one senior
in the starting lineup at the finals,
the Vikings are primed to add to the
string next season.

The St. Louis wrestling team reached the Division 4 state semifinals.

Lakewood-Lake Odessa
Reaches Semifinals

The Lakewood-Lake Odessa
wrestling team wrapped up the
season by reaching the final four in
Division 3.

The Vikings opened the state final
by turning back Whitehall 38-28 in
the quarterfinal round. Lake Odessa
then dropped a 43-25 decision to
Yale in the semifinals. Lake Odessa
wrapped up the season with a 40-8
overall record.

DIVISION 4

Hudson Claims Fourth
Straight State Title

The Hudson Tigers captured a
fourth straight Division 4 team state
wrestling with a 45-25 win against
Martin/Climax-Scotts. For Hudson,
it was the second time in program
history it won four consecutive team
wrestling state titles. The title was also

The Lowell wrestling team added another state title to its banner.

the 12 all-time in Hudson wrestling
history.

Hudson reached the finals by
defeating Roscommon 75-3 in the
quarterfinals and then stopped
Clinton 47-18 in the semifinals.
Hudson ended the season with a 29-5
overall record.

St. Louis Reaches
State Semifinals

For the third straight season the
St. Louis wrestling team reached the
final four in Division 4. The Sharks,
who reached the state title match
last season, reached the semifinals
this season where they dropped
a 30-25 struggle against Martin/
Climax-Scotts. St. Louis reached the
semifinals by defeating Charlevoix
65-9 in the quarterfinals. St. Louis
ended the season with a 29-1 overall
record.

STATE CHAMPIONS

105 pounds Tatianna Castillo, fr. Lowell
125 pounds Cecilia Williams, jr. Mason

BELDING

Madasyn Frisbie, sr., 4" 190
BIRCH RUN

Jasmine Sayan, jr., 7" 100

CHIPPEWA HILLS

Natalie Gibson, sr., 3™ 105
CLARE

AnnMarie Green, jr., 2" 235

Become a School
Coach or Game Oflicial

DANSVILLE

Aubree Mayr, sr., 3™ 100
DEWITT

Jamie Cook, sr., 3 125
Ryleigh Ruiz, sr. 5t 110
EATON RAPIDS

Mila Dubroja, so., 6™ 235
HOLT

Olivia Root, sr., 51 125

LANSING WAVERLY

Victoria Carter, sr., 6" 170
LOWELL

Veronica Tapia, jr., 2" 100
Analize Tapia, fr., 7" 190
MIDLAND

Halle Spears, jr., 2" 190
MILLINGTON

Emmaleigh Peters, so., 8" 130

OWO0SSO

Hannah Hart, 8" 190
PORTLAND

Rylan Johns, jr., 8t" 235
SAGINAW HERITAGE
Evangeline Lisik, jr., 5t 100
SHEPHERD

Shai Curtiss, sr., 2" 110

michigan high school athletic association

1661 Ramblewood Dr.
East Lansing, Ml 48823

517-332-5046

www.mhsaa.com
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Portiand Boys Post Outstanding Season

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Coach Dan Graef’s Portland boys bowling
team had a fabulous season with a 13-1
record in the CAAC league and 15-1 overall.
It was his fifth season as coach.

“Overall. I was very happy with our league
season,” Graef said. “League expectations
were met as this was a veteran team.

“Honestly the entire season was a high-
light as I have watched this senior group
grow and learn this great game. I wish
we would have done better during team
regionals but it was great to see us have two
bowlers make it for individual states.

Four bowlers, Graef said, had great seasons.

Alec McGinnis - “Just a great competitor
who loves bowling and has a bright future”

Dre Cross - “A great kid that has his best
bowling in front of him as I expect him to
continue to compete in tournaments in the
coming years.”

Eli Dakin - “The most coachable bowler I
have had the privilege of teaching. Holds
himself accountable for every shot he
throws?”

Zack McAllister — “A very talented bowler
that improved mentally throughout his
career.”

Academic All-Conference: Camden Calkins,

Tan Hassett, Nate Pierce

All-Conference Honorable
Mention: Zack McAllister

All-Conference: Alec McGin-
nis, Dre Cross, Eli Dakin

Academic All-State: Nate
Pierce, Eli Dakin

All-State 1st Team: Eli Dakin

“We lose our top bowlers
from this year’s team. Alec
McGinnis, Dre Cross, Eli
Dakin, and Nate Pierce all
graduate. Camden Calkins and
Zach Edlund will be our key returners next
season,” Graef said. “It will be a rebuilding

The 2025 Portland boys bowling team.

year for us, but I have faith in our varsity
returners as well as several JV bowlers that
will step up next season.”

Rockford Girls Fal In
State Title Game

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Rockford won the girls state title
in 2023 and was hoping to do it
again in 2025.

The season, coach Brad Wilson
said, “was an overwhelming
success. We finished at 27-2, won
the OK Red Conference champi-
onship and was a perfect 10-0 in
our league this year. We went north

But Belleville had other plans
and scored a 61-48 victory in the
state championship game at Michi-
gan State’s Bresin Center.

Both Rockford and Belleville

came back and had a dominating
game with 30 points on 8-0f-19
shooting from the floor, 4-of-5
from the three-point arc and 10-10
in free throws.

were 27-1 entering the Division
title game.

Miss Basketball Anna Wypych
had a huge title game with 26
points but the rest of Rockford’s
lineup combined for only 22
points. Sydney Savory had 22
points for the winners’A major
moment for Rockford was winning
the semifinal game with a 61-42
in over Wayne Memorial. Wypych
went down with an injury, proving
a major scare for Rockford. But she

and did our regional in Traverse
City and was able to win regional.
That was our fourth straight time
of winning regional.

“We had some experience of
going to the Final Four. One of
our star players (Wypych) has
committed to Butler and was the
best player in the state. It was a
great accomplishment for her. She
averaged 22 points a game and was
Miss Basketball, and was all-con-
ference her fourth straight year.

g

g crluusmrs l‘. _.“_ i‘ £ |

She broke eight different school
records and had quite a career”

Kate Higgins was also all-con-
ference and had the school record
for most rebounds in a game and
season. Addison Wypych, a fresh-

Rockford girls hold the Division 1 state runner-up trophy.

man broke the single season record
for assists. Both she and Higgins
have college offers. Jordan Mateer,
a junior, was also all-conference.
Audrey Muterspaugh was honor-
able mention all-conference.

“We (improved) our schedule
and traveled all over the state to
play good teams,” Wilson said. “To
get back (to the finals) was quite an

accomplishment”

rach
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Butch Harmon
Sports Scene

DIVISION 1

Saline snapped Ann Arbor Pioneer’s string
of four consecutive state titles as the Hornets
totaled 291.5 points to win this year’s Division
1 state title. Ann Arbor Pioneer placed second
with 263 points while Northville was third
with 224 points.

DIVISION 2

University of Detroit Jesuit captured the
Division 2 state swim title with 305 points.
Byron Center placed second with 256.5
points with Birmingham Seaholm placing
third with 207 points.

Midland Dow Swim
Places In Top Ten

The Midland Dow swim team finished in
ninth place at the state finals with 102 points.

Dow was led at the finals by the 200 free
relay team of Henry Ladwein, Eli Buist,
Jagger Connelly and Elijah Soderberg who
placed fourth with a time of 1:26.84. In the
400 free relay, Dow’s team of Buist, Ransom

S

CENTURY

Lee-Mac Realty
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Kurzer, Ladwein and Soderberg placed sixth.

Buist, a sophomore, also placed 10% in the
200 freestyle and 12" in the 100 freestyle.

Soderberg, a senior, placed sixth in the
200 IM and seventh in the 100 backstroke.
Sophomore Henry Ladwein took ninth in the
50 freestyle.

East Lansing Diver
Places At State

East Lansing senior diver Jonas Lusis
closed out his high school career in a big way
as he placed 10" in the diving competition at
the Division 2 state finals.

DeWitt Places In
Top 20 At State Meet

DeWitt moved up to Division 2 this season
and placed 15% overall with 56 points.

The Panthers were led by a pair of relay
teams. The 200 free relay team of Vincent
Rose, Jacob Calewarts, Reid Rusthoven and
Ben Mion placed seventh while the 200
medley relay team of Grayson Busch, Rose,
Mion and Auden Lenneman placed 13,

Junior diver Carson Reynolds, who placed

':r'ﬁ-t :

Tl

in the top five in Division 3 his first two years
of high school diving, placed fourth in diving
in Division 2 this season.

Rose, a sophomore, also placed ninth as an
individual in the 100 breaststroke.

Okemos Swimmers
Place At State Meet

The Okemos swim team placed 29™ overall
at the Division 2 state swim finals with five
team points. Okemos was paced by the 400
free relay team of Karim Hussein, Arda
Kocas, Kenneil Tucker and Darwin Lu who
placed 15%. Tucker also placed 16" as an
individual in the 100 backstroke.

DIVISION 3

Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook-Kingswood
won the Division 3 swimming and diving
state championship for the third consecutive
season as it totaled 357 points. Holland
Christian placed second with 282.5 points
while East Grand Rapids took third with 264
points.

St. Johns Places In Top 20 In D3
St. Johns finished in 19" place at the
Division 3 state finals with 28 points.

The Red Wings were led by senior
Brayden Hirschman who placed eighth in
the 500 freestyle and 10™ in the 200 freestyle.
Sophomore Marshall Hirschman placed 11*
in the breaststroke. In the diving competition,
junior Vincent Manas placed 13™.

Eaton Rapids Swimmers
Place In Top 20

The Eaton Rapids swim team capped the
season by placing 19" with a total of 28 points
at the Division 3 state meet.

The Greyhounds were paced at the finals by
a pair of relay team. The 400 free relay team
of Lucas Sullivan, Cody Benkovsky, Jordan
Cochrane and Danny O’Brien placed 11*
while the 200 medley relay team of O’Brien,
Benkovsky, Sullivan and Cochrane placed

13" Individually, junior Parker Zaucha
placed 11" in the 500 freestyle and O’Brien
placed 15™ in the 50 freestyle.

Mason Places In Top 25
At State Swim Finals

The Mason swim team finished 23" at the
Division 3 state swimming finals with a total
of 25 points.

The Bulldogs were led at the finals by
sophomore Landon Voss who placed eighth
in the 100 freestyle and 10" in the 50 freestyle.
Freshman Bryce Delaney also placed 10* in
the 500 freestyle.

Alma Diver Places At State Meet
Alma senior diver Issac Winn placed at the
Division 3 state swimming and diving finals.
Winn finished in 15" place at the finals. Winn
qualified for the state finals by winning the
regional diving title at the St. Johns regional.

Charlotte Swimmer
Places In Pair Of Events

Charlotte sophomore Adam Rickerd
placed in a pair of events at the Division
3 swimming and diving championships.
Rickerd placed ninth in the 50 freestyle and
took 12% place in the 100 freestyle to score a
total of 14 team points for the Orioles.

Bay City Glenn Swimmer
Shines At State

Bay City John Glenn junior Henry
Schanbeck placed in a pair of events at
the Division 3 swimming and diving
championships. Schanbeck placed eighth in
the 50 freestyle and took 14" place in the 100
freestyle to score a total of 14 team points for
the Bobcats.

lonia Swimmer Diver
Places At State Meet

Ionia senior Carl Goeckel capped off his
high school career by placing 11" in the 100
butterfly at the Division 3 state swimming
and diving finals.

Area swimmers and divers turned in some outstanding

times at the state swimming and diving finals.
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David Cook
Sports Scene

Area bowlers competed for titles as
teams and individuals at the Michigan High
School Athletic Association bowling finals.
Following is a look at the bowling champions.

GIRLS BOWLING
DIVISION 1

Grandville defeated Holt three games to
two in the final round to win the Division 1
team state championship. Grandville edged
Holt 158-153 in the deciding fifth game of
the finals. Holt reached the state finals by
placing second at the Grand Blanc regional.
Holt senior Madison Rue and Ram junior
Ava Seyfield both reached the round of 16 in
the individual state finals.

Novi senior Madeline Gazzarari won the
individual title in Division 1 as she turned
back Rockford sophomore Sofia DeLuccia.

DIVISION 2

Swartz Creek captured the Division 2 team
state championship. Swartz Creek turned
back Cedar Springs 3-0 in the final round.

Cedar Springs reached the finals by
defeating Bay City John Glenn 3-1 in the
quarterfinals and then stopping Flint Kearsley

3-1 in the semifinals. Cedar Springs qualified
for the state meet by taking second at the
Comstock Park regional. In the individual
finals, Cedar Springs junior Phoebe Fisk
reached the round of 16.

Individually, junior Kierra Pinter of
Tecumseh defeated Carlton-Airport junior
Abigail Hill in the individual finals by a score
of 403-389.

Mason also qualified for the state finals
as a team. The Bulldogs, who placed second
at the regional tournament, reached the
quarterfinal round at the state finals.

DIVISION 3

In Division 3, Livonia Clarenceville
defeated Adrian Madison 3-1 in the finals
round to win the state title..

Gladwin qualified for the state finals after
placing second at the Cheboygan regional.
Gladwin fell in the state quarterfinals three
games to against Adrian Madison.

Individually, Standish-Sterling  senior
Paige Vallad won the state title as she turned
back Milan junior Maggie Smith 363-295.

DIVISION 4
Ravenna won the title in Division 4 as it
outlasted Bad Axe 3-2.

e 5 b
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Byron, which placed second at the Flint
regional, reached the quarterfinals at the
state finals where it fell 3-2 to Bad Axe. Byron
sophomore Kara Chapman reached the
semifinals in the individual finals.

Ithaca sophomore Estes Purvis reached
the round of 16 at the individual state
tournament. Purvis qualified for the state
finals after placing fifth at the regional
tournament. Ithaca senior Isabel Guild won
the individual regional championship with a
total of 1,071.

Breckenridge junior Raegyn Mayer placed
second at the regional with a 1,028 total while
Breckenridge junior Miranda Bloomquist
placed third with 984.

Individually, Bronson senior Morgan
McConn defeated Reagan Baker of Burton
Atherton for the Division 4 individual title.

BOYS BOWLING
DIVISION 1

Utica defeated Belleville three games
to one to win the Division 1 team state
championship. Wayne Memorial sophomore
Lyman Derrick III won the individual title as
he outlasted senior Dylan Hamden of Utica.

DIVISION 2

Flint Kearsley captured the Division 2
team state title as it turned back New Boston
Huron three games to two in the finals.

Individually, junior Jordan Butler of
Vicksburg won the individual state title
as he held off DeWitt sophomore Griffin
Lindemann by a 400-387 total in the finals.
Lindemann qualified for the finals by placing
fourth at the regional.

DIVISION 3

Standish-Sterling won the Division 3 team
state title as it held off Croswell-Lexington
3-2 in the final round. The individual state

The Ithaca boys bowling team reached
the quarterfinal round at the Division 4
team bowling state finals.

When protecting
what matters most,
the

EXPERIENCE
MATTERS.

Jessica Wright

title was won by Almont senior Hunter
Ross who defeated Croswell-Lexington
sophomore Joshua Gunderson 377-375 in the
final round.

Midland Bullock Creek and Gladwin
both reached the final eight in the Division
3 tourney. Bullock Creek defeated Muskegon
Oakridge in the quarterfinals before falling to
Croswell-Lexington in the state semifinals.
Bullock Creek qualified for the state meet by
winning the Sanford regional.

Gladwin fell in the quarterfinal round to
Croswell-Lexington. Gladwin qualified for
the state meet by winning the Cheboygan
regional.

DIVISION 4

Allen Park Cabrini won the Division 4
team state title as it defeated Jonesville 3-1 in
the finals.

Saginaw  Nouvel Catholic  senior
Alex McCarthy won the individual state
championship in Division 4. McCarthy
defeated Maison Christian of Houghton Lake
499-351 in the finals. McCarthy rolled games
of 266 and 233 in the finals.

The Ithaca boys bowling team reached
the quarterfinals in Division 4 where it fell
to Jonesville. Ithaca qualified for the state
tournament by placing second at the Mt.
Pleasant regional. Ithaca bowlers claimed the
top three spots individually at the regional
tournament as senior Broden Peska finished
first with 1,228, junior Neil Anderson was
second with 1,217 and senior Bryson Lebaron
was third with a 1,207 total.

St. Louis won the team title at the Mt.
Pleasant regional. The Sharks were led by
senior Michael Mitchell who placed fourth as
an individual with a 1,204 total. Sophomore
Thailan Raby was sixth with a 1,147 total
while sophomore Merick Bartlett was seventh
with 1,125.
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John Raffel
Sports Scene

Fowler was back to a famil-
iar place in the girls Division 4
basketball standings after not being
able to make the finals in 2023 and
2024.

Fowler took the title in 2021 and
2022. But after being denied the
title the next two seasons, coach
Nathan Goerge’s team got the job
done this season.

Fowler made it to the Breslin
Center again and won both the
semifinal and title game to emerge
as state champions.

The season ended at 27-2 for
Fowler.

The team ended Genesee Chris-
tian’s season at 24-3 with the victo-
ry over Genesee. It was tied 11-11
after the first quarter but Fowler
erupted to lead 25-13 at half-time

and 41-24 after the third quarter,
Fowler had a 26-8 scoring advan-
tage in the final eight minutes.

Fowler had four players in dou-
ble figures with Brooke Weber at
14 points, Elizabeth Hufnagel with
13, Elizabeth Halfmann with 13
and Paige Thelen with 11.

Thelen and Spicer both had
seven rebounds.

This put Fowler in the title game
with Ewen Trout Creek, and Fowl-
er prevailed 53-29. Ewen Trout-
Creek ended its season at 27-2.

Spicer led Fowler with 17 points
followed by Hufnagel and Weber
with 10 apiece. Thelen had eight re-
bounds. Fowler shot an impressive
20-0f-38 from the floor and was
5-of-12 in threes.

It was 14-8 after the first quarter
and 23-16 at halftime. Fowler put it
away with a 19-3 edge in the third
for a 42-19 lead.
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DIVISION 1

DeWitt Wins Regional Title

After a strong regular season where the they
topped the CAAC-Blue with a 21-1 record,
DeWitt was primed for a deep playoff run. The
Panthers defeated Grand Ledge and East Lansing
to secure the district title and defeated Holt in the
regional semi-finals. DeWitt put on a dominating
performance on defense in the regional finals
with a 41-18 win over Coldwater to win the title.
The Panthers’ run ended in the quarterfinals in a
hard fought 54-59 loss to eventual state champi-
ons Belleville.

Holt Wins District Championship
Holt came out of the gates strong to begin
the playoffs with a 50-17 dismantling of Jackson

Northwest. The Rams’ momentum continued
in the district finals where they defeated Mason

54-26 for the title. Holt advanced to the regional
semi-finals, but were defeated by conference ri-
vals DeWitt 38-57. The Rams finished the season
second in the CAAC-Blue with a 17-8 overall
record.

Midland Dow Clinches
District Title

Midland Dow defeated Mount Pleasant in
a79-72 shootout to begin the postseason and
proceeded to the district finals where they beat
rivals Midland 58-49 for the title. The Chargers
advanced to the regional semi-finals where they
lost to Traverse City Central 50-59. Midland Dow
finished they year with a 16-9 record.

Rockford Reaches
State Championship Game

The Rockford Rams were one of the favorites
heading into the playoffs after topping the OK-
Red and going 21-1 in the regular season. Their
success translated well into the postseason as the
Rams cruised through the district and regional
rounds before overcoming their toughest test in a
54-49 win over Grand Haven in the quarterfinals.
Rockfords first game in East Lansing ended with
a 61-42 victory over Wayne Memorial to advance
to the state finals. The Rams played hard but were
defeated by Belleville in the championship 48-61.

Saginaw Heritage
Wins District Title

After finishing second in the SVC with a
19-3 record, Saginaw Heritage kicked off the
postseason with a comprehensive 65-16 victory
over Saginaw United. The Hawks won the district

Frankenmuth reached the semifinals of
the Division 2 state tournament. Photo
Courtesy of MHSAA Photography.

championship in a 75-41 defeat of Flint Car-
man-Ainsworth before taking on Rockford in the
regional semi-finals. The Hawks were defeated by
the eventual state runner up Rams 31-54.

DIVISION 2

Clare Clinches District Title

Clare defeated Remus Chippewa Hills in their
opening match 46-21 to advance to the district fi-
nals. The Pioneers faced off against Standish-Ster-
ling where they overcame the Panthers in a 45-37
victory to win the district title. Clare matched up
against Fremont in the regional semi-finals, but
were defeated 43-67. The Pioneers finished the
year second in the Jack Pine Conference 1 with a
16-8 record.

Eaton Rapids Wins
District Championship

Eaton Rapids’ opening game of the postseason
was a thriller as they managed to fight off Lake
Odessa in overtime 41-36. The Greyhounds
found the district finals to be more manageable as
they pulled away from Olivet to win the district
title 54-30. Eaton Rapids met Goodrich in the re-
gional semi-finals where they lost to the Martians
22-47 to finish the year with a 13-11 record.

Frankenmuth Falls Just
Short Of State Finals Game
Frankenmuth booked a spot in East Lansing
after cruising through the district and region-
al rounds with victories against Freeland and
Portland. The Eagles defeated Gladstone 56-36
to reach the Breslin where they faced off against
Tecumseh. Despite a strong effort, the Eagles
fell to the eventual state champions 43-52 in the
semi-finals. Frankenmuth finished as co-leaders
of the TVC-Red and boasted a 21-4 record this

season.

Freeland Wins
District Championship

After topping the TVC-Red with a 19-3
record, Freeland were expected to make a deep
run this season. The Falcons started strong with
a 59-33 victory over Saginaw Swan Valley in the
opening round and continued their form with a
74-46 win against Alma to win the district crown.
Freeland advanced to the regional semi-finals
where they faced off against Frankenmuth, losing
to the Eagles 44-53.

Haslett Reaches Regional Finals

Haslett defeated Fowlerville in their opening
round matchup 51-25 before defeating William-
ston 47-38 to win the district title. The Vikings
overcame a tough Chelsea team in a thrilling
56-53 overtime victory over the Bulldogs in the
regional semi-finals to advance to the finals. It
was another nailbiter in the regional finals but the
Vikings fell just short, losing to Goodrich 56-58.
Haslett finished the year atop the CAAC-Red
with a perfect conference record and 22-4 record
overall.

Portland Advances
To Regional Finals

Portland finished the regular season as
winners of the CAAC-White with a perfect
conference record and entered the postseason
primed to make a run. The Raiders dispatched
with Ionia in the opening round before defeating
St Johns 64-45 to win the district title. Portland
beat Flint Hamady in the regional semi-finals 54-
34 to advance to the finals against Frankenmuth.
The Raiders lost 27-41 against the Eagles to finish
the season 22-4.

St. Patrick Girls Post 19-Win Season

John Raffel

first time since 2019,” Smith said.

an 8th grader). “She led our team in

tie is a 5-11 center

Sports Scene

Michelle Smith was in her first
year at Portland St. Patrick as girls
varsity basketball head coach, replac-
ing the legendary Al Schrauben who
retiree.

The Shamrocks were 19-7 overall
with a 13-5 league record, finishing
third overall in the CMAC.

“The season was truly a team
approach; with a young roster of just
two seniors and many underclass-
man, the girls battled through tough
competition and we competed in
each and every

game. The highlight of the season
was winning the District title for the

lead

‘5}’,55{32&',:‘:;‘:}’;’;“; 8 7= 89O 7,_9 SB81747S UNDANCEZCOM

“We met our own expectations this
season but probably exceeded the
expectations of others. “Finishing
third, in a very tough CMAC con-
ference with the young team we had
was a big accomplishment. In addi-
tion, winning the District title and
narrowly missing out on a Regional
championship also proceeded many
expectations. I am very proud of this
team’s accomplishments and efforts
this season. What were some top
highlights for the team? Highlight
was winning the District title against
a very good Lansing Christian team
in the final seconds of the game.”

Top athletes were as follows;

«Gracelyn Rockey- Sophomore
and thee-year starter (who started as

all categories, averaging 15 points,
nine rebounds, three assists, and 4.5
steals per game. Her

Field goals percentage on the sea-
son was an outstanding 43 percent,
she shot 42.1 percent

from the floor, 30.1 percent from
the 3 point line, and 70 percent from
the free-throw line. Gracelyn was
named unanimously 1st team all
CMAC this season and for the sec-
ond year in a row. I expect additional
All-State awards will be coming her
way as well”

«Mattie Honsowitz is a junior and
two-year starter. She sat out the first
few games of the season recovering
from an ACL tear;” Smith said. “Mat-

and averaged 10
points, 8 rebounds,
and 3 blocks per
game. Mattie was
named second team
all CMAC this sea-
son for the second
year in a row and I
expect additional
awards for Mattie this
year”

Looking ahead,
“Bella Russman will be a key gradu-
ate. She was a strong rebounder and
we will miss her physical presence
on the floor. Key returners will be
Gracelyn Rockey, Mattie Honsowitz,
Macie Smith, and Lily Sandborn,”
Smith said. “We are looking forward

Portland St. Patrick girls get

ready for a game during the season.

to having 4 starters return next
season with a little more experience
under their belts.We will have just 2
seniors once again, but the younger
girls have gained valuable experience
and we will lean on that to help us
make a deeper run in the State tour-
nament next season.”
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DIVISION 3

Durand Wins District Title

The Railroaders dominated on their way
to a district title beginning with a 76-39
victory over Burton Bendle in the opening
round. Durand secured the title after defeat-
ing Brighton Charyl Stockwell Prep 42-25
in the district finals. The Railroaders fell in
the regional semi-finals in a 31-53 loss to
Rochester Hills Lutheran Northwest. Durand
finished with a 17-8 record and a third-
place finish in the Mid-Michigan Activities
Conference.

Evart Wins District Championship

After a 46-3 dismantling of Harrison in
their opening round, the Wildcats of Evart
defeated McBain 53-42 to win the district
title. In the regional semi-finals, Evart lost to
Roscommon 33-41. The Wildcats finished
the season as the top team in the Highland
conference with an impressive 22-3 record
this year.

Hemlock Wins
District Championship

Hemlock started out strong in the post-
season with a 64-24 defeat of Ithaca in their
opening round and continued their fine
form by defeating St Louis 50-35 to win the
district title. The Huskies faced off with New
Lothrop in the regional semi-finals where
they narrowly lost to the Hornets 38-43.
Hemlock finished the year as the winners
of the TVC-Blue with a perfect conference

record and a 21-4 record overall.

Millington Wins
Surprise District Title

After finishing the regular season 6-16,
not much was expected of Millington in the
postseason but the Cardinals never gave up.
Millington overcame Vassar in a first-round
defensive duel 27-12 and followed it up with
an upset victory over Otisville LakeVille
Memorial in the second round 40-28. The
Cardinals capitalized on their momentum to
defeat Saginaw Valley Lutheran in a thrilling
40-39 finish to win the district title. Mill-
ington’s magical run ended in the regional
semi-finals in a 46-58 loss to Genesee.

New Lothrop Reaches
Regional Finals

New Lothrop defeated Bath and Laings-
burg en route to a district title and continued
their postseason run with a 43-38 victory
over Hemlock in the regional semi-finals.
The Hornets faced off with Jackson Lumen
Christi in the regional finals were they lost in
a tight 34-39 match. New Lothrop finished
the year atop the Mid-Michigan Activities
Conference with a 22-4 overall record.

Pewamo-Westphalia
Advances To Regional Finals
Pewamo-Westphalia started the postsea-
son as state title contenders after a perfect
regular season. The Pirates’ title trip looked
to be on track early with dominating per-
formances against Delton Kellog and Grand
Rapids NorthPointe Christian en route to a
district title. Pewamo cruised past Saugatuck
51-23 in the regional semi-finals before fac-
ing off with Grandpville Calvin Christian in

C )

the regional finals. The Pirates’
perfect season came to an end
in a heartbreaking 36-39 loss to
the Squires. Pewamo-Westpha-
lia finishes the year as win-
ners of the Central Michigan
Athletic Conference with a 25-1
record this season.

Sanford Meridian
Wins Regional Title

The Mustangs fell just short
of a trip to the Breslin after los-
ing to Calumet in the quarterfi-
nals 33-48, but not before win-
ning a regional championship.
Sanford Meridian started their
postseason run with a dominat-
ing 64-15 victory over Pincon-
ning before edging out Beal
City for the district title 34-33.
After another close win against
Hart in the regional semi-finals,
the Mustangs defeated Roscom-
mon 37-26 to win the regional
title. Sanford Meridian finished
the year as the top team in the
Jack Pine Conference 2 with a
perfect conference record and a
23-4 record overall.

DIVISION 4

Fowler Wins State Championship
Fowler capped off their stellar season with

a state title after defeating Ewen-Trout Creek

53-29 in the championship game. The Eagles

cruised through the postseason, defeat-

ing opponents by an average of 35 points

including a 64-21 win over Frankfort in

the quarterfinals and a 57-32 victory in the

semi-finals against Genesee Christian.

Mount Pleasant Sacred Heart
Reaches Regional Finals

With a perfect record heading into the
postseason, Mount Pleasant Sacred Heart
were expected to make some noise in the
postseason. They did just that early on allow-
ing just 29 points in their first two games on
their way to a district championship. After
defeating Onekama in the regional semi-fi-
nals 54-29, the Irish’s perfect season came to
an end in the regional finals losing to eventu-
al state champions Fowler 36-57.

Fowler claimed the Division 4 state title
for the third time in the past five years.
Photo Courtesy of MHSAA Photography.

Portland St Patrick Wins
District Championship

The Shamrocks came out strong to begin
the postseason with a 52-21 defeat of Pot-
terville and were able to sneak past Lansing
Christian in a defensive struggle 28-27 to
win the district title. Portland St Patrick
found themselves in another defensive battle,
but wound up on the wrong side in a 34-35
loss to Concord in the regional semi-finals.
The Shamrocks finished the year with a 17-7
record.

Saginaw Michigan Lutheran
Wins District Title

The Cardinals defeated Saginaw Nouvel
in their opening round 51-45 and followed
it up with a 51-40 victory over Merrill to
win the district title. Saginaw Lutheran fell
in the regional semi-finals to eventual state
champions Fowler 21-62. The Cardinals
finished the year 18-7 and second place in
the TVC-Blue.

The Sanford-Meridian girls reached the Division 3 state quarterfinals.

Photo Courtesy of MHSAA Photography.
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Anna Wypych is Rockford
6-0, point guard who led her
team to the state title game in
Division I and is now gong
to playing Division I college
basketball at Butler University
in Indiana. Her profile pub-
lished by Basketball Coaches
association of Michigan points
out she averages 22.6 points,
3.6 rebounds, 2.7 assists and 4.5
steals.

BCAM noted her biggest area

of improvement is consistent
perimeter shooting and her best
move is that she comes off a ball
screen, uses a hesitation in-and-
out dribble and explodes to the
basket. Her favorite athlete is
Caitlin Clark.

was to be considered for the
Miss Basketball honor.

Wypych is considered the
best player in school history. She
established herself as a player
of consequence as a freshman
in the D-1 semis. As a sopho-
more, she scored a game-high 20
points in helping Rockford win
the state title. She had another
20-point game last season in an

overtime semifinal loss. She is
hitting 44 percent of her 3-point
shots and is able to finish strong
at the basket when she is isolated
in the paint against guards.

could achieve,” Wypych said.
“When coach (Brad) Wilson of
Rockford came over to tell me I
won it I was in complete shock.
My mouth dropped open. I was
kind of speechless. I didn’t know

what to expect. I was so happy
and so grateful”

Being able to get to the
championship game “meant
so much,” Wypych said. “Not
many teams get to say they get
to do that. It's something super
incredible. It was a year I was
super happy with”

Wypych broke the 1,000
points total her first game of the
season. She broke the school
assist record and points career
record and steals and free
throws in a season and career.

She admits one of her goals

“I knew it was something I

Rockford’s Anne Wypych stands
with her Miss Basketball Trophy.

Alma Girls Rack Up 16 Wins

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Ray Fron has coached for more
than 35-plus season but this was

his first for girls basketball at Alma.

It was a season he won’t soon
forget.

Alma was 16-8 overall and 8-4
in the conference.

“Recordwise, we did OK but I
would have liked to have won a
couple more games,” Fron said,
“and we fell short of a district
championship goal. We lost in the
district finals. Overall, I was very
proud of how our girls battled

every game and never quit and put
themselves in position to play in
the district championship. We beat
some really good teams but with
two state-ranked teams in our con-
ference, it’s a demanding schedule.
Add the fact that our group had to
learn a new system, and it took a
few games to get going.

Alma had three all-conference
players. Senior Gracie Mellinger
averaged 18.5 points, 2.4 assists per
game and had 42 total triples while
making all-TVC first-team honors.

Senior Kendall Town was second
team all-TVC. She averaged 10.5
points and 12.5 rebounds per

game. “Kendall was our other
co-captain,” Fron said. “Kendall
did an exceptional job picking up
the system and learning to work
hard in the post, yet able to pop
out and shoot the three. She was
our second leading scorer and
our leading rebounder. Kendall
had two double/doubles this year
birth a few rebounds away from a
handful more”

Junior Lauren Seeley averaged
8.2 points and 5.0 rebounds per
game.

“Lauren was our third leading
scorer, second in rebounds and
second in assists. She is coming off
of knee injuries and found a way to
contribute each game,” Fron said.
“She was a great complimentary
role player who had two double/

The 2024-25 Alma girls basketball team.

doubles on the year. Lauren’s
athleticism and versatility was in

play as she was able to play the 2
through 5 positions”

St. Johns Girls Baskethall
Posts Memorahle Season

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Coach Rondi Fillwock enjoyed a
fabulous season as St. Johns varsity
girls basketball coach.

The team played in the CAAC
Red and had a 17-7 record overall
and 7-3 in the league for second
place.

“We exceeded expectations as
we were expected to tie for third
in the league and be closer to 500
overall,” Fillwock said. “We were
Reed City Holiday tournament
champions, beat Williamston for
the first time in 10-plus years, and

had the 1,000th point career mark
hit by senior Jocelyn Kotowicz”

Jocelyn Kotowicz: Senior star
who is going to play at LCC next
year. Excellent dynamic guard who
led the team in points, rebounds,
assists, and 3s. All-conference
honors and will likely be all-state
or at least all area. MVP and Effort
Award.

Paityn Chant: Senior who was
top 3 on most stats. All-Confer-
ence.

Rowan Matice: Freshman, stat
leader, top number of steals on the
team, Defensive Player of the Year:

Rachel Jackson: Junior guard, great
shooter, strong rebounder, leader

Scoring: Joce Kotowicz
(344/15.64ppg), Rowan Matice
(186points/8.45ppg), Paityn Chant
(183points/8.32ppg), (Total points
/ points per game)

Rebounds: Joce Kotowicz
(198/9), Paityn Chant (105/4.8),

Rowan Matice (75/3.4)(Total re-
bounds / rebounds per game)

Assists: Joce Kotowicz
(97/4.41), Paityn Chant
(34/1.55), Rowan Matice
(29/1.32), (Total assists / assists per

The 2024-25 St. Johns girls basketball team.

game).

Steals: Rowan Matice
(67/3), Joce Kotowicz (63/2.86),-
(Total steals / steals per game)

Made 3-pointers: Joce Kotowicz
(33), Rowan Matice (22), Rachel
Jackson (22)

“It will be tough losing Jocelyn
Kotowicz and Paityn Chant along
with all of the seniors.

Rowan Matice, Rachel Jackson,
and Abby Tisdale will be a few of
the top returners,” Fillwock said,
adding that next year.

“We will need some underclass-
men to work in the offseason to be
ready to step up and continue to
compete at the high level we did
this year. Jocelyn was the primary
point guard so we will be looking
for a strong leader to step up and
fill that role”
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It was another banner season
for HemlocK’s girls basketball team
and coach Scott Neumeyer.

The girls were 21-4 overall and
10-0 in conference.

“Overall, I think we had a very
successful season,” Neumeyer
said. “Any time you get to 20 wins,
you've had a tremendous season.
The team had the goal of getting
back to the Breslin Center, and
once youve been there, any time
you don't get back there, it’s a bit of
a disappointment.

However, that shouldn’t take
away from all of the accomplish-
ments this year’s team had. They
went undefeated in the conference
for the third year in a row and
won a district championship. I
know sometimes people take that
for granted with the success we've
had in recent years, but that’s
something that the players should
be very proud of. They also set nu-
merous program records along the
way, particularly on the defensive
end of the court.

“Considering the talent we lost
from last year’s team, I think we
maybe overachieved a little bit. I
knew that we were going to be a
very athletic team as well as a very
good defensive team. For the most
part, I think that held true. Finding
consistent and balanced scoring

was a concern heading into the
season, and that was something
that we struggled with at times
during the season. However, we
still found a way to put up a lot

of points on many nights. Losing
freshman Kinsley Conger to a knee
injury halfway through the season
hurt us. She was our second- lead-
ing scorer and 3-point shooter at
the time that she went down with
her injury.

Neumeyer added:

“Going undefeated in our con-
ference for the third year in a row
and winning a district champi-
onship after falling short the year
before have to be the highlights
of our season on the court. The
other highlight t o me as a coach
was how well the team gelled and
worked together throughout the
course of the season. The girls had
tremendous attitudes and work
ethics, and a lot of that credit has
to go to our seniors. They modeled
it. The players made it fun to come
to practice each day, and I can hon-
estly say that it was one of the most
enjoyable seasons of my career.

“Probably the biggest disap-
pointment was losing freshman
Kinsley Conger to a season-ending
knee injury in January. Not only
was she an integral part of our
team, but she is also an elite track
and softball athlete, and to know
that she is going to have to miss
those seasons as well is both sad

Hemlock Girls Post 21-4 Season

and disappointing. She has a great
attitude, though, and I know that
she’s going to come back and have
an outstanding athletic career at
Hemlock. I would also say that
losing in the regional semifinals
was a disappointment as well.

The girls, particularly the seniors,
would be the first to admit that.
We didn’t play well offensively, but
New Lothrop’s defense had a lot to
do with that. We felt that we were
just as good as any team left in the
tournament and to not play well
enough to get the opportunity to
move on and continue playing was
frustrating”

HemlocK’s top offensive player
this season was junior Victoria
Hauffe. She led Hemlock in scoring
at 18.4 ppg while shooting 49%
from 2-pt. range and 35% from
3-pt. range. She also shot 82% from
the free throw line.

“She was also excellent for us
defensively as she averaged 5 steals
per game,” Neumeyer said. “She
was named a first team all-confer-
ence selection for the second year
in a row. She really grew as a player
this season. She was pretty much a
standstill three-point shooter her
freshman and sophomore years,
but this year she really attacked
the basket and became more of
a multidimensional offensive
player. Seniors Klaira Salo and
Carly Siler were also key players
for us. Both earned first team
all-conference selections. Carly was

our second-leading
scorer and provided
valuable ballhandling
for us.

“As our point
guard, Klaira was
our glue on the
offensive end of the
court. Her improved

ballhandling and
leadership on the
court were invaluable as well. She
was also a phenomenal defender,
particularly on the ball. Seniors
Izzy Curry and Izzy Krueger were
also important contributors for us.
Both are elite athletes who were big
parts of making our defense work.
Both were also improved offensive
players and brought a great deal of
leadership to the team?”

Who will be some key graduates?

“We lose five very talented se-
niors that we will miss very much:
Klaira Salo (4-year varsity player),
Izzy Curry (3-year varsity player),
Izzy Krueger (3-year varsity play-
er), Ava Graham (2-year varsity
player), and Carly Siler (2-year
varsity player). They have been a
big part of some

of the most successful years in
our program’s history,” Neumeyer
said.

Looking ahead:

“Victoria Hauffe, a junior, will
return for us next year; Neumey-
er said. “We also return another

junior, Addison Stockford, who
improved tremendously through-
out the season, and whom we
expect even bigger things from
next season. We also return a
couple of sophomore post players
in Lia Hoffmann and Taryn Pratt
who gave us valuable minutes

this season and improved greatly
throughout the course of the sea-
son. With continued hard work in
the off-season, I think that they can
step up and have big junior seasons
for us. We also hope to get fresh-
man Kinsley Conger back at some
point next season. She’s a very
talented player and has a bright
athletic future ahead of her.

“We lose a lot of leadership and
athleticism, but there is talent
coming back. We also have some
talented incoming freshmen that
we're excited about. I don’t think
we'll be the defensive team that
we were this year, but we may be a
little more balanced offensively if
everyone commits to working hard
in the off-season and we can devel-
op some of our young guards”

Ithaca Finishes Viery Strong In League

John Raffel
Sports Scene

Ithaca girls basketball coach
Khris Nevins was very impressed
with how her Yellow Jackets ended
up this season; They were 6-4
in the TVC Blue and were 8-16
overall

Nevins has been coaching for 10
seasons.

“Last year, we were young, no
seniors but it means everyone

will be back next season,” Nevins
said”My expectations were to win
more than eight games this year,
we lost some close games by less
than five points. We struggled with
game management at the end of
games this year.

“We did meet our development
expectations we set as a coaching
staff this year with a young team.
We had lots of growth from all of
our girls”

A key highlight was “winning

the game against Saginaw Valley
Lutheran in overtime,” Nevins said.
“Riley Skinner (freshman) was able
to hit a 3-pointer to put us up, and
then Libby Maurer (junior) iced
the game by hitting five free throws
in overtime. We had some injuries
throughout the season which were
challenging, but I was proud of
how we responded as a team.

“Libby Maurer (Junior), had an-
other stellar year. MVP for our sec-
ond year in a row, and voted first

team All-League for the second
year in a row. She averaged 14.5
points a game, and heading into
her senior season she only needs
158 points to be the fifth player in
school history to 1,000 points.”

Nevins said sophomore Alyssa
Polash was a Co-MVP for us this
year, and was voted honorable
mention all-league. She averaged
8.5 points per game and 8.5 re-
bounds per game. “Alyssa is a great
post player who is very athletic and

strong,” Nevins said;

There are now juniors and
everyone is returning.

“We should be experienced next
year, nine girls averaged double
digit minutes this year getting lots
of experience. We will have 5 se-
niors next year, with very talented
underclassmen returning;” Nevins
said. “The girls are already working
to get better for next year in the
weight room.”
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Lindsay Soft Water Co.

1209 Michigan Ave.
St. Louis, MI 48880

WWww.ecowater.com
E-mail: waterboy@cmsinter.net

KEVIN EAREGOOD

Certified Water Specialist

P.O. Box 401
Gladwin, MI 48624

(989) 42644220
Cell (989) 4296576
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Taking Pride in our Exceptional “Clean up!”

Carman’s Tree Service
& Stump Removal

Gary Carman
Owner/Operator

8426 N. Wheeler
Wheeler, MI 48662
(989) 330-9782 cell
25yrs. Experienced
Free Estimates
License/Insured
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Jordyn Egger, Mt. Pleasant, sr. guard

This talented senior guard earned second-team, all-
state honors in Division 1 this season and helped lead
the Oilers to a 15-9 record. A versatile player, Egger
averaged 17.6 points per game this season along with
hauling down 7.3 rebounds and adding 4.3 steals on
defense.

Joslyn Ode, Saginaw Heritage, fr. forward

This talented freshman made a memorable debut to
high school basketball as she helped lead Heritage to a
21-4 record this season. Ode earned second-team, all-
state honors in Division 1 as she averaged 13.9 points
per game along with 6.8 rebounds, 4.7 assists and 3.9
steals per game.

Allie Stockton, Midland Dow, so. guard
This sophomore guard turned in a big season as she
earned second-team, all-state honors in Division 1 and
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helped Dow turn in a 16-9 record this season. A versa-
tile, all-around player, Stockton averaged 16.2 points
per game along with 7.1 rebounds, 3.5 steals and 2.5
assists per game.

Madi Uyl, DeWitt, DeWitt, sr. guard

One of the top players in program history, Uyl finished
her career with 1,058 total points. A first-team, all-state
player who is headed to Grand Valley State University,
Uyl averaged 12.4 points per game this season along
with four rebounds and 2.4 assists per game.

Anna Wypych, Rockford, sr. guard

Wypych capped a glittering high school career by being
named Miss Basketball for the state of Michigan. An
outstanding all-around player who will play in college at
Butler University, Wypych is a prolific outside shooter
who connected on 85 three-point shots and averaged
21.8 points per game this season.

DeWitt seniors Tara Kurncz and Madi Uyl, flanking coach
Bill McCullen, both finished their careers with over 1,000
total points. McCullen also has over 500 career wins.

SPECIAL MENTION

Sydney Black, East Lansing; Clare Conzelmann, Frankenmuth; Christina Dixon, Haslett; Karie Keefer, Freeland;

Tara Kurncz, DeWitt; Jayla Laster, Saginaw Heritage; Allison Metzger, Holt; Lilly Thelen, Portland.

Ellee Arnold, Midland; Audrey Ball, Essexville-Garber; Sophia Beland,
DeWitt; Izzy Bernthal, Frankenmuth; Abby Brannan, Williamston; Grace
Brenner, Frankenmuth; Paitlyn Chant, St. Johns; Dalton DeBoer, Midland
Dow; Carly Dennis, DeWitt; Macy Donovan, Frankenmuth; Danica Dwyer,
Owosso; Hadley Fox, Big Rapids; Nalayla Fricke, Big Rapids; Nuray Fricke,

Big Rapids; Nandi Gordon, East Lansing; Jaiden Griffith, Williamston;

HONORABLE MENTION

Bree Hamilton, Saginaw Heritage; Avery Hannah, Haslett; Sydney Hutson,
East Lansing; Kaitlyn Johnson, Haslett; Melanie Kolnitys, Midland Dow;
Jocelyn Kotowicz, St. Johns; Josi Lator, Mason; Elle Lorente, Eaton Rapids;
Kaiya Mahabir, Midland; Zariya McCrary, Saginaw Heritage; Gracie Mel-
linger, Alma; Payton Palmer, Midland; Ava Petrino, Mt. Pleasant; Alexis

Raska, Grand Ledge; Aaleigha Roberson, Portland;

Elizabeth Schafer, Okemos; Alexis Schlatter, Bay City Western; Xandaija
Scott, Lansing Waverly; Addie Seemann, Freeland; Summer Stopczynski,
Portland; Natalia Suddath, Lansing Waverly; Logan Thomas, lonia; Kendall
Town, Alma; Alexis Turner, Haslett; Kayla Weber, Portland; Kiara White,
Chippewa Hills; Aubrey White, lonia; Rylee Winkelman, Eaton Rapids.

BIG SCHOOL DREAM TEAM

Elly Bengel, Pewamo-Westphalia, jr. guard

This junior guard played a key role in Pewamo-Westpha-
lia winning conference and district championships and
fashioning a 25-1 record. A first-team, all-state player in
Division 3, Bengel averaged 12 points per game this season
while adding 4.3 rebounds, 2.6 steals and 2.6 assists per
game.

Kyrah Gray, Evart, jr. guard

A first-team, all-state player, Gray helped Evart win district
and conference titles this season. A versatile athlete who
will play college softball, Gray averaged 18.2 points per
game along with 7.5 steals, 6.6 rebounds, 3.7 assists and
1.9 blocked shots per game.

Halen McLaughlin, Sanford-Meridian, sr. guard
MclLaughlin piled up the points during her prep career
as she finished with 2,192 total points. Headed to Lake

Superior State to continue her career, McLaughlin averaged
28 points per game along with eight rebounds enroute to
earning first-team, all-state honors in Division 3.

Katie Spicer, Fowler, sr. guard

A two-time, first-team all-state player, Spicer helped Fowler

to a third state title in the past five years. A versatile guard,
Spicer averaged 12.6 points per game this year along with

dishing out 4.5 assists, pulling down 4.5 rebounds and
averaging 3.1 steals per game.

Karis Terwilliger, Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart, so. forward

This talented sophomore earned first-team, all-state

honors in Division 4 as she helped Sacred Heart turn in a
21-1 record. A force on both ends of the floor, Terwilliger

averaged 20 points, six rebounds, five steals and three
assists per game.

SPECIAL MENTION

Maddie Breece, Breckenridge; Lydia Brogan, Lansing Christian; Reese
Gohsman, Millington, Myah Hubble, Beaverton; Selah Meeuwes, Big
Rapids Crossroads Academy; Gracelyn Rockey, Portland St. Patrick;
Katelyn Wendling, New Lothrop.

HONORABLE MENTION

Charli Alcorn, Michigan Lutheran Seminary; Karissa Brady, Ashley; Jolie
Bryan, Webberville; Jaci Canfield, Fulton-Middleton; Kaya Canfield,
Fulton-Middleton; Ellyanna Carman, Ovid-Elsie; Abigail Cochrane,
Perry; Ellie Drummond, Ashley; Adrianna Eklund, Pewamo-Westphalia;
Kerin Gardner, Michigan Lutheran Seminary; Victoria Hauffe, Hemlock;
Brooklyn Holm, Laingsburg; Sophie Hauck, Mt. Pleasant Sacred Heart;
Elizabeth Hufnagel, Fowler; Jenna Lycos, Webberville; Libby Maurer,
Ithaca; Kaitlyn Miros, Saginaw Nouvel; Olivia Parker, Saginaw Valley
Lutheran; Klaira Salo, Hemlock; Carly Siler, Hemlock; Lily Smieska,
Leslie; Alonna Thelen, Pewamo-Westphalia; Mattie Tiedt, Evart; Aubri
Torok, Bath.
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Kim Hodge, President
Locally Owned & Operated
www.dailylivinghomecare.com

“We Care Enough To Make A Difference”

Helping people stay home with dignity and independence.

Daily Living HomeCare, Inc.
Non-Medical In-Home Services

145 E. Center St, P.O. Box 133
Ithaca, MI 48847

Phone: (989) 875-7405
Fax: (989) 875-8685
Toll Free: (800) 834-1915

VALET AUTO CARE,; |

o FE A Fickup Toppers
® Truck Accessories

® Tonneau Covers

® Detalled Auto Cleaning
Over 100 new and used toppers of
Factory seconds also |

G610 M. MISS!DI‘I in Mount Pleasant
2 blocks 5. of Meijer)

www, valst

989- 7'?3 3477

925

THE CASTLE

KROI

COMMUNICATIONS INC.

ww.traynorphotos.com
all sports all ages




